Metastatic angiosarcoma to the thyroid.
Angiosarcoma (AS) in non-alpine areas is exceptionally rare, and so is metastatic AS to the thyroid. The difficulties and controversies associated with its diagnosis and management are highlighted in this case report. Case report. A Chinese gentleman with AS metastatic to the thyroid presented a year after radiotherapy to his scalp AS. There was rapid expansion of the metastasis over 2 weeks and invasion of the pyriform fossa caused dysphagia and haemoptysis. The diagnosis was established by paraffin histology of the tumour post-hemithyroidectomy, after repeated fine-needle aspiration cytology was not diagnostic. Patient opted for external beam radiotherapy to the pyriform fossa instead of pharyngolaryngectomy. Residual pyriform tumour was treated with brachytherapy delivered via nasogastric tube. Unfortunately, the patient died 4 months later due to cardiac failure which was unrelated to his oncologic condition. AS metastatic to the thyroid is possible. The unexpectedly acute presentation and difficulties associated with diagnosis and management are highlighted. A useful method of delivering brachytherapy to the pyriform fossa is described.